Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 100 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; disorder in main residue; R factor = 0.057; wR factor = 0.151; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.5.
The asymmetric unit of the title compound, C 58 H 96 N 2 O 4 , contains two crystallographically independent molecules. All cyclohexane rings are in chair conformations, while the furan ring is in an envelope conformation in one molecule and a twist conformation in the other. Two acetaldehyde and one isobutane groups are disordered over two orientations with refined site occupancies of 0.940 (4):0.060 (4) and 0.791 (7):0.209 (7), respectively. In the crystal, molecules are stacked along the a axis through van der Waals interactions.
Related literature
For general background to the biological activity of steroids, see: Li et al. (1998); Fink et al. (1999) . For the pharmacological activity of cholesterol derivatives, see: Khan et al. (2007) ; Shamsuzzaman et al. (2010) . For the preparation of the title compound, see: Anagnostopoulos & Fieser (1954) . For ring conformations, see: Cremer & Pople (1975) . For the stability of the temperature controller used in the data collection, see: Cosier & Glazer (1986) .
Experimental
Crystal data respectively. All disordered atoms were subjected to rigid bond and similarity restraints. The same U ij parameters were used for atom pair C29B/C29X. Figures   Fig. 1 . The asymmetric unit of the title compound showing 30% probability displacement ellipsoids for non-H atoms. Both major and minor components of disorder are shown. 
N,N'-Bis(3β-acetoxy-5α-cholest-6-ylidene)hydrazine
Crystal data 
Special details
Experimental. The crystal was placed in the cold stream of an Oxford Cryosystems Cobra open-flow nitrogen cryostat (Cosier & Glazer, 1986) operating at 100.0 (1) K.
Geometry. All esds (except the esd in the dihedral angle between two l.s. planes) are estimated using the full covariance matrix. The cell esds are taken into account individually in the estimation of esds in distances, angles and torsion angles; correlations between esds in cell parameters are only used when they are defined by crystal symmetry. An approximate (isotropic) treatment of cell esds is used for estimating esds involving l.s. planes. (11) 
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